
Protecting Your Belongings
Follow these practical precautions to reduce your risk of becoming a victim of crime.

•• Burglars look for unoccupied houses, so make sure your house looks occupied. Leave lights on or use 
electric timers when you are out of the house.

•• Cancel mail and newspaper deliveries when you are away.

•• Always lock your windows and doors. Install deadbolts on exterior doors.

•• Consider installing an alarm system.

•• Install exterior lighting.

•• Trim trees and shrubs so intruders can’t use them to hide.

•• Store bicycles, mowers and other equipment out of sight.

•• Use a safety deposit box at a bank to store irreplaceable valuables when you are away.
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